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THE E MOST FAMOVS, 


INFAMOVS, HIGH AND 
Mighty Feeder, N bb las Wood.Great 


and Grand Gurmandizer of 
Harriſom in the County of Kent, 


(ET pL 3 on: exorbitant Paunchmon- 
as ger, 1 hauins taken much vn- 
NG (* neceſſary paines in writing 
Bees &2% theſe fewe colleftions of your 
deſeruing Aﬀts, in memory thereof 
hauec erefted this Monument of incke and 
paper. Heroliratus was famous for bur- 
ning the Temple of Diana in Ephelus : De. 
dalus for flying in the Ayre, and Leander 
for ſwin:ming ouer the Helleſpontick ſea - 
So by thy ſmall Treatiſe of your vertues , 
will your Tnmatchable exploits be preſer- 
ued to poſterity , that time, or obliuion/hall 
neuer eate out or deuoure the happy memo- 
ry of your eating ; Yet ( not toflatter you ) 
Al though 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
though you arc the ab ſoluteſt man of mouth, 


and the moſt renowned ſtifout in this 
Weſterne Angle of the World , yet we hate 
as great or greater Faters then your ſelfe, 


dich are ſcarcely thouzbt ppon : there arc 
ſome , that with the yn {aionry fſawee of 


Enuy, will eats Vp amans name and re- 
ea ion , and leaue nothing but the bones 
and ſeraps of infamy and ſcandall ; ſome 
eate vp whole Lordſhips without an- 
nours,and ſome denoure HMannonrs and 
leans nothing but bare Lordjhips : your 
exerciſe ; onely for th: Maw, and your 
Excellency conſiſts totally in Crambo; I 
hane done my beſl to pleaſe and pleaſure 


wor. And not knowing where to finde a it 


Patron, 1am bold to dedicate it toyour di- 
: eſtion,wi ſping that your teeth & ſlomack 

nay bs ener ſharpe- ſet,and that your meate 
may be wanting before: your Appetite. 


. Yours, He that not onely admire and wonders 
at youbut hath taken theſe inſuing paincs, 
to make the world anmire with him K 


LOHN TAY kKORs 


THE 


ZR Ecords and Hiſtories doe make 
memorable menuon of the diter- 
Ne \ {icie ofqualitics of ſundry famous 
S| perſons, men and women, in all 
5998 the Countries and Regions of the 
world, how fome arc remembred for their 
Piety and Pirty ; ſome tor Iuſtice; ſome for Se. 
ucrity , for -Learning , Wiledome , Tempe- 
rance , Conſtancic, Patience, with all the 
vertues Diuine , and: moral! : Same againe 
haue purchaſed a memory tor Greatnefſe and 
Talnciſe of body ; fome tor Dwarfiſh ſmal- 
neſle; ſome tor beautiful! ontlides , fairc fea- 
ture and compoſition oi Limbs and ſtature ; 
many haue gotten an ca:thly perpetuity for 
cruelty and murther, as V?rg | Commodr:, , and 
others : for Leachery , as "Belio vabalzis : for 
Drunkenneſſe , Tiberis , ( 2lizs Biberins : ) for 
Effeminacy , as Sar danapalus: tor Gluttony, 
Anus Vitelins, whoat one ſupper was ferned 


with two chouland ſorts of fiſhes , and ſeuen 
A thouſand 
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 — 2 -—The Great Eater of Kent. 


thouſand fowles , as Suei0n7u5 writes in his 
ninth Booke , and /eſephus in his fitrh Booke of | 
the Iewes warres, Caliyuls was famous for Am- 
bicion, for hee would bee adordasa God, 
though he l'ud like a Denill, poyſoning his 
Vak!c and deflowring all his Siſters: And an all 
ages and Countries, tine hath ſtill produc'd 


- particular perſons , men & women, cither for 


cheir vertues or their vices, toberemembred, 

hat by ineditating on the good, we may bee 
inicating their goodnefle ; and by viewing the 
bad , we might de efchewing theif vices, 

To deſcend lower to more familiar exam- 
ples, I haue knownea great man very expert 
on the Iewes-haipe; arich heirecxcellentar 
Noddy, a Iuſtice of the Peace skiltull at 

uoyres; a Marchants wite a quicke Game- 
iter atIriſh ( eſpecially when ſhe came to bea- 
r19g of men) that ſhe would {eldome miſle en- 
tring, Monfiecur La Ferry a French-man , was 
the firſt inuentor of the admirable Game of 
Double-hand, Hot-cockles, & Greg-rie Dawſon 
an Engliſh man, deuiſed the vnmatchable my- 
ſtcry of Blind-man-buffe, Some haue the 
agility to ride Poaſt, fome the facility to 
runne Poaſt ; fome the dexterity to write 

Poaſt, and ſome the ability co ſpeake poaſt: 
For I haue heard a fellow make a Hackney of 
his tongue , & ina moment he hath gallop'd a 


Lye from China to London, without Bridle or 
Saddle, 
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The Great Eater of Kent. 
Saddle. Others doc {peake poaſt, in a thicke 
ſhuffling kind of Ambling-trot, and that in 
ſuch ſpeede, that one of them ſhall talke more 
in one quarter of an houre, then ſhall be vn- 


3 


derſtood in ſcuen yeeres, And as euery one 
hath particular qualities to themſclues , and 
diſſonant from others, ſo arc the wanners of © 
lives ( or liuings) ofall men and women va- 
rious one from another ; as ſome get their li- 
uing by thelr rongues, as Interpreters , Law: 
yers , Oratours , and Flatrerers ; ſome by 
tayles, as Maquerellaes, Concubines , Cur- 
tezanes , Orin plaine Engliſh, Whores; Some 
by theit teete,, as Dancers , Lackeyes, Foot- 
men, and Weauers , and Knights of the pu- 
blicke or common order of the Forke , Some 
by their braines, as Politicians , Monopoliſts, 
Protectmongers, Suit-10ggers, and Starga- 
zersz Some (like the Salamander ) liuc by fire, 
as the whole Race of Twbalcarne , the Vul-axean \ 
Broode of Blackſmichs, fire-men, Colliers, 
Gunners, Gun-founders, and all forts of met- 
tle-inen; Some like the / amzeleos , by the Ayre, 
and ſuch are Poets, Trumpctters , Cornets, 
Recorders, Pipers, Bag-pipers;, and ſome by 
{moake, as Tobacconiſts, Knights of the Va- 
pour, Gentlemenotthe Whitte , Eſquires of | 
rac Pipe , Gallants in Fumo; Some liue by the 
Water as Herrings doe, ſuch are Brewers, 
Vintners, Dyers, Mariners, Fiſher-men, and 


Scullers : 
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14 The Great Eater of Kent. 


Scullers; And many like Moles live by the 
Earth , as griping Vſurers , racking Land- 
tords, royling Plowmen , moyling Labourers, 
painefull Gardners, and others. 

Amongſt all theſe before mentioned , and 
many more which I could recite , this ſubicct 


_ of my Pen is not (for his qualitie) inferiourto 


any:and as neercas Ican, I will ſtretch my 


- wit vponthe Tenters, to deſcribe his name and 


Character , his worthy Actes ſhall be related 
airer 7# de trme duzty. 

And, Beitknowae vntoall men, to whom 
theſe preſents ſhall come, thatT 1chn Taylor, 
VVacerman of Saiat Sauzours in Southwarke, 
inthe County of Surrey , the Writer here- 
of, &c. will write plaine truth, bare and 
tlirced-bare , and almoſt ſtarke-naked-truth, of 
the deſcriptions, and remarkable , memorable 
Actions of Necholas wood , of the Pariſh of Hare 
riſers in the County of Kent, Yeoman,for theſe 
conſiderations following, 

Firſt, I were to blame to write more then 
truth, becauſe that which is knowne to be true, 
15 cnough, | 

_ Secondly , that which is onely true, is too 


Thirdly , the truth will hardly be belecued, 
being ſo much beyond mans reaſon ro con- 
CCciuc, 


Fourthly , I ſhall runne the hozzard to bee 
accounted 


-— . 


| The Great Eater of Kear. 5 

accounted a great lyer , in writing the truth, 
Laſtly , I will notlye, on purpoſe to make 

all thoſe lyers that eſteeme me {o, 

_ Yetby your leaue, Maſter Critick, you muſt 
ive me; licence to flouriſh my Phrates, roem- 
Polliſhmy lines, to adorne my Oratory, to cm- 
 broder my ſpeeches, to entrerlace my words, 


co draw out my ſayings ,” and ro bumbaſte the 
wholctuite of the bulineſle tor the time of your 


wearing. For though truth appearcth beſt bare 
in matters of Iuſtice, yet in thisI hold it decent 
to attire her with ſuch poore raggs asI haue, 
in {t-ad of Robes, 

| Firſt then; the place ofhis birth, and names 
of his parents are to me a meere Terra incopnrta, 
as farrefrom my knowledge, as content from 
a Vſurer, orhoneſty from a Bawde , but ifhee 
be no Chriſtian, the matter is not ruch , hee 
will fteruewell enough for a man of Kent ; and 
if his education had beene as his Feeding, it is 


euident he had been of moſt mighty breeding ; 


he hath gotten a foulename , but Fknow not it 
it came to himby Baprtiſme, for it is partly a 
Nik-name , which in the totall is Nicholzs , I 
would abate him bur a Saint, and call him - 
cholas, Shambles., and were the goodneſle of his 
purſe arfwerable to the grearnefle of his appe- 
tite,, out of /all queſtion, no man below the 
Moone would be a better cuftomerto a ſham- 
bles thea he, tor though he be chaſte of his bo. 
ditios B dy. 
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6 - The Great Eater of Kent. 

dy, yethis minde is onely vpon fleſh , heis the 
onely Tugmurron, or Muttonmonger betwixt 
Doucr and Dunbarr : for hee hath caten a whole 


Sheepe of ftxrecne ſhillings price , rawat one 
mealc{ pardon me ) I thinke hee left the skin, 


'the wool! , the hornes, and the bones : bur 


what talke Iota Sheepe, when it 18 apparant- 
ly knowne, that he hath at on? repaſt and with 
one diſh, feaſted his Carkas with all manner 
of mcates? All men will confeſſe that a Hogge 
will eate any thing , either fiſh ,fleſh, fowle, 
root, herbz, or excrement, and this fame no- 

le Nick Nt hols, or Nuhola Neck hach made 
anend ofa Hoggeall atonce, as if. ithad bin 
but a Rabber ſucker, and preſently afrer, for 
fruit to recreate his palate, he hath ſwallowed 
three peckes of Damſons , thus (Philofophi- 
cally) by way of a Chimucall Infuſton, as a 


 Hoggewill cate all tings thatare to be caten, 


ſohc in eating the Hogge , did in a manner of 
extraction diſtill all manner of .meates thorow 
the Limbeck of his paunch, 

But holda little , I would be loathto cloy 
my Reader with too much meate and fruit at 
once, ſo that afccr.-your Sheepe, Hogge and 
D2mfons, I thinke it beſtto faffer you to pawſe 
and picke your teeth ( it you haue any) whiltk 
I ſpend a tew words more in Paraphraſing 
vpon his ſurname, wood is his Appellation, 


Denomination,or how you pleaſc to tearmeit 
gome.. 
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The (Great Fater of Kent. 

Some of the ancient Philoſophers. haue 
compared man to a Tree with the bottome vp- 
wards , whoſe rooteis the Braine, the Armes 
Hands, Fingers, Legges, Feete and Toe: , are 
the Limbs, and Branches , the compariſon is 
very fignificant, many Trees doe bring forth 
good fruit, fo doe ſome fewe men; Some 
{tately Trees growe high and faire, yer ſtand 
tor nothing bur ſhades, and. ſome men grow 
high and lofty, yetarenothing butſhadJows; 

Some Trees are ſo malignant, that nothing 
can proſper vnder the compaſle of their bran- 
ches z and ſomemen are ſo valucky, chat very ' 
tew can thrive in their ſeruice, And as of one 
partofa Treea Chaire of State may be made, 
and of another parta carucd Image, and ofa 
third part a ſtoole of office ; So mcn , bein 
compoundedand compolcd all of one moul{ 
and mettje,_ arc different and dilconſonant in 
cſtates,conditions , and qualities, ] 00 many 
(like the barren Fig-trce ) beare leaues of hy- 
pocriſfie, but no fruires of Incegrity, who ſerue 
onely for a flouriſh in this life , anda flame in 
that he:cafter, 
So much for that : now to returne to my 
| Theame of weed, ( indeed this laſt Ciſgrefiion 
may make my Reader thinke that I could not 
ſee wood for trees) what VVood he 1s, 1 znow 
not, but by |:is-tacc he ſhould be Mapie , or 
Crab-tree, and by his ttomacke, ſure hc is 
| B >» heart 
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[| $8 The Great Fater of Kent. 

'F heart of Oakez ſome ſay te is a Meadler, bucby 
| his tarure, he ſeemes like a low ſhort Prue”, and 
p ccrtainelam, thathce 1s Ow ,a well tym- 
| berd piece,or a {tore houle for belly rymber, - 
F | Now Gentlemen, as I haue walked you 
| amongſt the Trees, and thorow the Wood; 


I pray let downe, and takea tafte or two more 


of this Banquet, 
What Jay you to the Leafe or Flecke of a 


Brawne new kild,to be of weight eight pound, | 
and to beeaten hot out of the Bores belly raw? | 
much good doe you Gallants, was it nota 
glorious diſh? and preſently aiter( in ſtead of 
\uckets, twelue raw —_ ſpeake not 
one word of drinke all this while; for indeed 
he isnodrunkard, hee abhorres that ſwiniſh 
vice: Alehouſes, nor Tapſters cannotnick this | 
Neck with froth , curtoll Cannes, tragical{ 
blacke-pots, and double-dealing. bumbaſted 
Ingges, could neuer cheate him,*for one Pinte 
of Beere or Ale is enough to waſh downe a. 
Hog, or water a Sheepe with him, 
Two Loynes of Mutton , and one Loyne of 

Vealewere but as three Sprats to him: Once 
at Sir a1 rhaw Saint Leipers houſe , andiat Sir 
#:1iam Sydleyes he ſhewed himſelfe ſovaliantof 
Teeth, and Stomacke, that heeateas much as 

_ would well haneſeru'd and ſufhc'drhirry men, 
ſo that his belly was like to turne bankerupe 
and breake, but that the Serving-men-turnd ' 

him 
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The Great Pater of Kent. ,9g 
him eo the fire, and anoymed his patnch with 
Greace and Burrer to make it ſtretch and hold; 
and afterwards being layd in bed , hee flept 
eight houres , and fafted all the while : which 
whenthe Knight vnderſtood, he commanded 
him to be laid in the Rocks., and there to en- 
dure as long time as he had laine bedrid with 
cating, 

.: Pompey the Great, bs ler the Great, Tam- 
herlane the Gteat , harlemagne: or (bat ho thc 
Great , Arthur the Gzeat : all theſe gar the 
Tiecle of Great, for conquering Kingdomes, 
and killing of men; and lurely ea: is not a 
greater {inne-thenrapine , rheft, mantlaug} 
ter and; murther. 1herefote this.n Dle Eats 
lan doth well deſerue the Tytieot Great where- 
fore I inſtile hin Nicholas the Great ( Eater;) 
And as theſe, forenamed- Greats have |ouer- 
throwne and-waſted » Gountreyes , and Hoſts 
of men, with-che helpe of their Soldicrs and 
followcrs ; {0 hath our Neck the Great, (in 
his owne perſon) without the helpe or 'ayde 
of any man, 0yercome.;:conquered, and de- 
uoured inone weeke, as much as would haue 
ſufficeda reaſonable and (ufficient Army ina 
day, for hee hath atone mealemade an aſſault 
vpon- ſeuen dozen | of good Rabbets at che 
Lord woetons in Kent ,' which in; thetorall is 
foure-ſcore, which number would well haue 


lvfhe da hundred, three-fcoreand cight hun- 
| B 3 gry 
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20 The Great Eater of- Kent. 
ory Soldiers , allowing to each of them halfe a 


Rabber, 
ze4, the famous Idoll ofthe Babylonians, was 


2 meere impoſture, a Juggling toye, and a 
cheating bable, in comparifon of this A7zcho- 
laitin , Kentiſh) Tenterbelly , thchighand mighty 
Duke A#-paunchwasbuta fiction to him, 44/0 
the Cretontan could hardly be his equall : and 
Wo9lner of Finaſor was not worthy to bee his 
foot-man. A quarter of fat Lambe, and three- 
ſcore Eggs haue beene bur ancaltecolation, 
and three well larded Pudding-pyes he hath at 
one time put to foyle , eighteene yards of 
blacke Puddings { L-2d9z meaſure) haue ſud- 
denly beene impriſoned in his fowſe-rub, A 
Ducke raw with guts, feathers, and all (ex- 
cept the bill & the long feathers oft the wings) 
harivſwomme in the whirlepole or pond of his 
mavve, and he told me; that three-ſcore pound 
of Cherries was bur a kind of waſhing meate, 
and that rhere was no tacke in them, for hce 
had tride it ac one time, 'But'one 79» Date was 
to0 hard for him ata piace' called Lexnam, for 
_ the ſaid Da/chad laida wager that he would fill 
0ods belly, with good wholeſome vittuals for 
2, ſhillings,& a Gentleman that laid the con- 
trary, did wager, that as ſoone as noble Wick 
 hadcaren out Dales 2, ſhillings, that he ſhould 
preſently enter combate witha worthy Knight, 
called Sir Lozne of Beefe, & ouerthrow him in 
conclu- 
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The Greaz Eater of Kent. 11 


concluſion, Da/e bought 6.pots of potent,bigh, 
and mighty Ale, and rwelue new penny white 
loaves, which hee ſop'd in the ſaid Ale, the 
powerfull fume w hereof, conquer'd the colN- 
querour , rob'dhi.n-ot his reaſon, bereit him 
of his wit , violently tooke away his {tomacke, 
intoxicatedhis [z:mater , & centred the SCOnce 
of his Per 1c14nion,blinde-tolded him with fleepz 
ſerting a nap ofnine houres for manacles vpon 


his threed-bare eyelids , to the preſeruation of the 


roſt Becte, and the vnexpeaed winning of the, 
wager, 
This. inuincible ze, viftoriouſly yan- 


quiſh'd the vanquiſher, and oucr our' Great 


Triumpher , was Triumphant : But'thefe ate 
prefidents enow- of as potent men as our 
N#holzs , that haue ſubducd;Kings and King- 
domes', and yerthey themlelues haue- beene 
captin'd and- conquer'd by drinke ; wee need 
recite no more examples but the Great Alex 
xander , and Holophernes, their ambition was 
boundleſſe , and fois the ſtomacke of my Pens 
ſubieR, for allche foure Elements cannot cloy 
him, fiſh from the deepeſt Ocean , or pureſt 
River , faireſt Pond , fouleſt Ditch ; or dirticft 
puddle; he hath areceite for Fowle of all forts, 
fromthe wrew toithe/ Eag/s from the T umouſle 
ro:the Eftrich, or Cafſawaraway; his paunch is 
cither a Coope ora Rooſt for them : He hath 
(within bimſcltc) a ſtall for the Oxg , a roome 
Fd 19s for ; 
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i2 The Great Eater of Kent. 
for the Cow, aſtye for'tae Hogge , 2 Parks 
for the Deere , a warren foc Concies, a ſtore- 
houle for truir, a dayery for Milke, Creame, 
Curds , Whay, Butter-milke,, and Cheeſc: 
his mouth is a Mill of perpetuall motion, tor , 
letthe wind or che water riſe or fall, yet his 
teeth will ener bee grinding : his guts are the 
Rendez-yous or mecting place or Burſe tor.thg 
Beaſts of the fields ,"the Fowles,of the-Ayrc, 
and Fiſhes of the Sea; and though they be ne*- 
nerſo wild or diſagreeing 1a Nature , onet9 
another, yet hee binds or grindes them to the 
peace, .in ſuch manner, that they neuer fall at 
odds againe..; His cating'ofa Sheepe, a Hog, 
anda Duck raw,doth ſhew thathe is free from 
the ſine. of niceneſle or his curiofity in Dyer, 
( It had beene happy for the poore,, it their | 
ſtomacks had-beene of that conſtitution, when 
{cacoales were ſo deare here. ) Beſides , hene- 
uertroublesa Larder,, or Cupboord to lay 
cold meate.in , nor doth he keepe any Cats or 
Traps in his houſe to deftroy vermin , he takes 
{o good a:courſe, that he layes or ſhuts'vp all 
ſatc within himfelfe; in briefe, giue him meate, 
and he ne'r ſtands vponthe cookery , he cares - 
. not for the Peacocke of Samos.,; the YVood- 
* cockot7hry774,the Crancs of: Maliz, the Phea- 
; iants of Eyglapd-;the Caperkelly', the Heathgirke, 
| and Termagant'ot Scotland , the Goate ot wales, 
tic Salmon,and Viquabah of zreland —_— 
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The Great Eater of Kent. 13 
ſedge of Bolcgnia, the Skink of Teſ?phaliz , the 
Spanith Potato, he holdsas abable, and the 
ltalian Fig ge he eſteemes as poyton, 

Heis an Engliſh man, and Engliſh dyct 
will ſerue his curne, 1t the Norfolk Dumply, 
and the Dewoxſhire white-por , be at variance, he 
will atone them, the Bag-puadings of Gloucefler 
ſhire, the B/arke-pudaings of Worceſter ſhire, the 
Pan puddings of Shrifſhire,, the white puddings of 
Somerſciſhme, the Haſly-puddings of tiamfbire, and 
the Pudding-pyes of any ſhire, all is one to him, 
nothing comes amiſle, a contented mind is 
worth all , and letany thing come in the ſhape 
of fodder, or cating ſtuffe, it is welcome, whe- 
ther it bee Sanſedge, or Cuſtard, or Ey-pze, or 
Cheeſecake , Or Flawne, Or Focle, Or Freyze, Or 
Tanzy , Or Pencake, Or Fritter, Or Flap-racie, Or 
Prffet , Gallty-manfrey , Mackeroone , Kitkſhaw, 
Gr Tepntabliz , he is no puling Meacocke, nor in 
all his life time the queafincſle of his ſtomacke 
needed any ſawcy ſpurre or {witch of fowre 
Veriuice, Or acute Vineger , his appetite 1s no 
ſtraggler , nor is itever to ſecke, for he keepes 
it cloſe priſoner, and like a courteous kind Ilay- 
lour, he is very tender ouer it, not fuffering it 
towant any thing if he can by any meanes pro- 
Cure it; indcede it was neuer knowne to be fo 
farre out of reparations, that it needed the al- 
ſiſtance of Cawdle, Alebery, Iulep, Culliſſe, Grewel, 
or fexd-broth , onely a meſſe of plaine frugall 
| C __ Countrey 
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14 The Great Eater of Kent. 

Countrey Pottage was alwayes ſufficient for 
him , though it were but a waſhing-bowle full, of 
the quantity of two pecks, which porrenger 
of his, I my felfe ſaw art the figne of the white 
Lyon ata Village called Harriſcm in Kent , the 
Hoficſle of which houſe did afftirme , thathee 
did at ence waſh downe that Bowle full of 


—— 


Po» > 4A YEE G  2\Y; ad. \Y- « 


>: | 
Q pertage, withnine penny loaues ot bread, and 
4 three Iugges of Beere. 

P Indeed, in my preſence (after he had bro- 


% 


ken his faſt ) hauing (as hefaid ) eaten one pot- 
tle of milke, one potrle of pottage, with bread, 
butter. and cheele : I then ſenr forhim, ro the 
aforeſaid Inne, and after ſome accomodated 
 falutations, I asked him if hee could eate any 
thing > Hegaue methankes, and ſaid, thar if 
he had knowne, that any Gentleman would 
haue invited him , that he would haue ſpared 
his breakefaſt at home, ( and with that hetold 
meas aforeſaid, what he had eaten ) yetneuer- 
theleſſe (ro doe mea courtelte ) he would ſhew 
me ſome ſmall caſtof his office , for he had one 
hole or corner in the profundity of his ſtore- 
houſe, into which he would ſftow and beſtow 
zany thing that the houſe would afford , ar his 
perill and my coft, Whereupon I ſummoned 
my Hoſtefſe with three knocks vponthe Table, 
two ſtamps onthe floore, with my fift and foor, 
at whiclfſhee made her perſonal] appearance 
with a low Curtfic ,and an inquifitine =_ 
| 4CKC 
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The Great Eater of Kent. i5 
lacke ye? I preſently laid the authority of a 
bold Gueſt vpon her, commanding thatall the 
vicuals in the houſe ſhould be laid on the Ta- 
ble. She ſaid, ſhe was bur ſlenderly prouided, 
by reaſon goodman wood was there, bur what 
ſhe had, or could doe, wee ſhould preſently 
haue : ſo the cloth was diſplaid , the ſalt was 
aduanc'd, {ixe penny wheaten loaues were 
mounted two ſtorics high like a Rampier, 
three ſixe-penny Veale pyes , wall'd ftitfly 
about, and well viQuald within , were pre- 
ſented to the hazzard of the S:a/ado,one pound 
of ſweet butter (being all fat and no bones ) 


was ina cold ſweat at this mighty preparation, * 


one good diſh of Thorneback, white as Ala- 
baſtcr or the Snow vpon the S:zth/4 moun- 
taines, and in theReare came vp an inch thick 
ſhyuer of a Peck houfe-hold loate; all which 
prouifion were preſently , in the ſpace of an 
houre vtterly confounded , and brought to no- 
thing , by the meere and onely valourous dex- 
terity of our vamatchable grand Gurmound, 


He couragioully paſt the Pikes, and I cleared 


the ſhot, but the houſe yeelded no more , ſo 
that my Gueſt aroſe vnſarisfied, and my felfe 
diſcontcnted in being thrifty and ſauing my 

money againſt my will, | 
I did there offer himrwenty ſhillings to bring 
him vp to me to my houſe on the Bank-ſide, 
and there I would haue giuen him as much 
C 2 goad 
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15 The Great Eater of Kent. 
good meate , as he would eare in tennedayes, 


one after another , & five ſhillingsa day cuery 
day , andat the tenne dayes end, twenty ſhil- 


lings more, to bring him downe agatne, I did 


al{o ofler tenne ſhillings to one 11emmy Robinſon 
a Glouer (a man very inward wit't him) toat- 
tend and keepe him company , and two fhil- 
lings ſix pence the day, with good dyeran | 
lo.jging : all which were once accepted , vn. 
Lill 7/004 began to ruminate and examine what 
ſeruice he was to doe , for theſe large allow- 
ances. Now my plot was to have himrothe 
Beare-garden, and there before a houſe fl of 
people , he ſhould hauecaten a wheele barrow 
tull of Tripes, and thenextday, as many pud- 
dingsas ſhould reach over the Thames (at a 

lace which I would meaſure betwixt London 
and i7-hmmd ) the third day, Iwould haue al- 
lowed hima fat Calfe , or Sheepe oftwenty 
thillings price, and the fourth day he ſhould- 
nut had thirry Sheepes Geathers, thus from 
day to day, he ſhould haue had wages &dyer 
with variety; but he fearing that which his me. 
rits would amount vnto, brake off the match, 
ta-ing.that perhaps when his Grace, (I puefſe 
whohe meant) ſhould heare of one that ate fo 
muca , and'could worke fo little , he doubted 
there would come a command to hang him : 
whereupon our hopefull Beare-garden bufines 
was ſhtuerd , and ſharterd in pieces, 


Indeed : 


The Great Eater of Kent. 15 

Indeed hee made a doubt of his expeaed 
performance in his quality, by reaſon of his 
being growne in yeeres, fo that ithis ſtomack 
ſhould faile him publke'y, and lay hi; repu- 
tation in-che mire j ir might hane beene a d1i{- 
paragementto him forcucr y.aadeſpecia!ly in 
Kenc, where he hath long beene famous , hee 
would be lo:th to be defumed; Burt as weake as 
he was, he ſaid, that he could make a ſhift ro 
deſtroy a fat: Vearier 0: a pound in'two 
houres , prouided that it were tenderly boild, 
for he hath loſt all his reeih( exceptone) in 
eating aquarter of Mutton, ( bones and all ) at 
Aj/bfora'in the: Countyatorefaid, yet ishe ve- 
ry.quicke and niinble in-His feeding , and will 
ridde morc Eating worke away tn two houres, 
then tenne of the hungrieſt Carters inthe Pa- 
riſh where he dwells. He is ſurely noble(for his 
grear Stomacke) and ve3tuous , chictely for 
his. pactence in putting vp mach; moreocucr. 
he is thrifty or frugal , tor when he can get no 
better meate, he will cate Oxe Liuers, ora 
mefſe of warme Ale-graines! from a Brew- 
houſe, He is prouident and jtudious where 
to get more prouiſion as ſooneas all is ſpent, 
and yer hee is bountifull or prodigallin ſpen- 
ding all hee hath at once: hee is profitable in 
keeping bread\-and meate from mould and 
Maggots, and fauing the charge of falt, for 
| C3 his. 
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18 The Great Eater of Kent. 
his appetite will not waite and attend the pou- 
dring zhis courteſic is maniteſt , torhe had ra- 
ther haue one Farewel then twenty Godbwyes : 
Ofall things, hee holds faſting to bea moſt ſu- 
perſtitious branch of Popery5 he is a maine 
enemy to Ember weekes , he hates Lent worſe 
then a Butcher or a Puritan, and the name of 
Good-friday affrights him like a Bulbegger , 
along Grace before meate, ſtrikes him into a 
Quottdian Ague; inaword, heecould wiſh 
that Chriſtmas would dwell with vs all the 
yecre, or that eueryday were metamorphoz'd 
into Shrouetueſdayes; 1n briefe, he is a Ma- 
gazine, aſtore-houle, a Receptacle, a Burle, 
or Exchange, a Babel or contufton for all 
Creatures, 

Hee is no Gameſter , neither at Dice, or 
Cards, yet thereis notany man within for- 
ty miles of his head , that can play with him 
at Maw , and though his paſture be neuer 
{o good, he is alwayes like one of Pharaohs 
leane Kine; he is ſwarty, blackiſh haire , Hawk- 
noſed (like a Parrot, ora Roman ) hee is 


. wattle - Iawde , and his eyes are funke in- 


ward , as it hee looked into the inſide of his 
intrayles , ro note what cuſtom'd or vn- 
cuſtom'd goods he tooke in , whilſt his bel. 
ly (likea Maine-ſayle ina calme ) hangs ruf- 
fled and wrinkled (in folds and wreathes) flat 
to the maſt of his empty carkaſſe, till the 

ſtorme 


; 


The Great Fater of Kent. 19 
ſtorme of aboundance fills it, and violently 
drives it into the full ſea of ſatisfationy 


T Ikeasa Riucr to the Ocean bounds, 

Or as a Garden to all Britaines grounds, 
Or like a Candle to a flaming Linck, 
Or as a {1ngle Ace, vnto Stſe Cinque : 
So ſhort am I of what Neck Wood hath done, 
That hauing ended, I haue ſcarce begun : 
For I haue written but atalte in this, 
To ſheiw my Readers where, and what he is. 


POSTSCRFPT. 


"Houthat putſ{t down the Maule below the wheat, 


That doſt not eate to liue,but line to eate : 
Thou that the Sea-W hale, and Land Wolfe excels ; 
A toc to Bachw, Champion of god Bels : 
I with if any foreine foes intend 
Our Famous Ile of Bntaine to offend , | 
That cach of them had Stomacks like to thee, 
That of each other they deuonr'd might bee. 
Some haue drunke healths at once (to purchaſe 


As there areletters in their Miſtris names, ( fames) 


Others there are , that drinke by rub and ſquare, 
And ſound round drinkers there aboundance axe, 
Theſe barely goe with making Baxly deare, 
And cunningly transforme themſelues to Beere, 
Or potent Ale , or Juice of French or Spaniſh, _ 
Or Smoake, (which Time and Coyne oth bo : ) 
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zo.  The:Great Entcr of Kent. 
| Thefc are the ſicig] :ts that halfe the world | Wohants, 
= - "Theſe arc the pens ciples oft wocs and wan 
But tou art free from drinking by the great, | 
Mc at is for men, and thou wer't made ro CATE, 
Though e feaxminas, Romes great Finperour, 

Dd torty pound of ttcſh each: day denoure, 

A bmw thiEmperour did him ſurpaſſes 


Five hundred Frgpes by bim downe {wallow'd:y7as, 


NENT ANY; 


I> Of Peaches he contum'd enc hindre: dinore | 
fy : Or great eAſnſckmellors alfo;halfe a fcore, 
I | One hun dred Birds , all at ge mealc he caſt 
þ. Into hrs paunch , at bre akingethis fait, 
(a Pas (urpalicd both thele two together, 
\« wy Bore e, a hundred loaues , a Pigge, a W eather, . 
» { thts the Rafc: il fwallow'd at a meate, 
4 1 if Writers in their writings true doe deale.) 
IN But ſure I am, that what of thee is writ, 
- Is ſure ( altho 22h not albthetrath, or ha'ſe of it : ) 
C Thou doſt exceed all thar our age c re ſaw, 
% Thou _ high, and mighty men of mavi 
P. 
/ 
[> 
; FINIS 
£ | 
s 
- 
4 


_ ; —_ LL. cps AK. ox ” | © 


, ) A \ \s = T0 J : ; . . | 
Wow WS I EI RI I ras; HT AENY 


- 
2% , 
— 
L2S% 
+ 


ANDIIAS 


I 
; 


4 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


— 


FAC ACCUEIL 


A 


—_ 
- 


ANCYC 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


ES» Z Wa — 
4b j < hs 


